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EXERCISE 16

FIGURE COMPLETION

A frequent task in creativity tests is fi gure completion. The subject is 

given a few lines and is asked to incorporate them into a creative 

drawing. Drawings are then scored for originality and things like ex-

pressiveness, movement, humor, and richness. As with many exer-

cises in this book, this task doesn’t just test the skill in question but 

can help to train it as well. For example, when North West University 

professor Esmé van Rensburg found unusually low creativity scores 

among South African children, she designed a training intervention to 

combat these low scores and included practice with fi gure completion 

of the kind seen on the test. Here, practice and thus train your creativ-

ity within constraints by incorporating the given lines into creative 

drawings of your own.
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